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UNCLAS MEXICO 03430 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP, MX, UR, JA (LOPEZ-PORTILLO, JOSE) 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF MEXICAN PRESIDENT 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER SANTIAGO ROEL ANNOUNCED ON FEBRUARY 
27 THAT PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO WILL VISIT RUSSIA 

(MAY 13-31) AND JAPAN (LATE OCTOBER) DURING THIS YEAR. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT CONFIRMS STATEMENT LAST WEEK BY DEPARTING 
JAPANESE AMBASSADOR ISUTOMU WADA THAT LOPEZ PORTILLO 
WOULD BE VISITING JAPAN. IN HIS REMARKS WADA SAID JAPAN 
WILL CONTINUE TO INVEST US$ 120 MILLION ANNUALLY IN 
MEXICO, AND THAT IN 1977 THERE WAS A US$ 600 MILLION LEVEL 

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, WHICH WAS UNFAVORABLE 
TO MEXICO. HE ADDED THAT 40,000 JAPANESE TOURIST VISITED 
MEXICO DURING 1977. THOMPSON 
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